

































ABOUT THE OLYMPIC LEGACY FUND

1. What type of investment programme is the Olympic Legacy Fund?
The Olympic Legacy Fund is a capital investment programme, designed to fund equipment or facility modernisation/improvement projects.  The programme is being delivered in partnership with Crowdfunder UK, which means applicants are required to crowdfund to raise a percentage of a total funding target.  The primary purpose of the investment is to improve the quality of offering at club/community sports facilities, to encourage more people to engage in sport and physical activity, leaving a lasting community legacy from the Paris 2024 Olympic/Paralympic Games.  

2. What budget has been allocated to the Olympic Legacy Fund?
There is £1 million of exchequer funds allocated to the Olympic Legacy Fund for 2025/2026.

3. What funding is available from the Olympic Legacy Fund? 
Funding is available for a wide range of capital projects from a minimum of £1,000, up to a maximum value of £50,000.  Sport NI will contribute 65% or 75% (depending on an applicant’s location) to the total project cost, with the remaining 35% or 25% being raised through an applicants’ crowdfunding campaign.  Two examples of funding are set out below:  

	65% Example: 
	75% Example: 

	Project Value: £50,000 
Sport NI: £32,500 (65%)
Applicant Crowdfunding: £17,500 (35%)
	Project Value: £50,000 
Sport NI: £37,500 (75%)
Applicant Crowdfunding: £12,500 (25%)




4. What type of capital costs are ineligible?
Some capital costs are ineligible under the Olympic Legacy Fund.  The include, but not limited to:   
· Projects that require planning permission.  
· Projects that require professional services (e.g. design teams)
· Projects which require unrealistic procurement methods.  
· Projects which fail to raise the required partnership funding.  
· Retrospective capital costs or costs for projects that have already started. 
· Crowdfunding campaigns that have already ‘gone live’.  
· Single items under £1k in value.
· Second hand equipment items.     
· Equipment not related to the applicants primary activity/s.
· Repairs to or resurfacing of carparks and driveways. 
· Bar Facilities (i.e. back of house – keg systems, refrigeration, drinks storage, sales systems etc).  
· The applicant does not own or lease their facility.   
(Minimum 10 years remaining on a lease required)  

5. How does my organisation location impact available funding? 
Applicants will be asked to provide details of the NISRA deprivation number your project/club falls into.  This information is based upon your club or organisation’s postcode and can be found here.  Applicants whose Multiple Deprivation Measure Rank is 222 or below will be eligible to receive a 75% contribution from Sport NI.  





APPLYING TO THE OLYMPIC LEGACY FUND

6. What type of organisations are eligible to apply to the Olympic Legacy Fund? 
You can apply to the Olympic Legacy Fund if:
· You are a sports club affiliated to a Governing Body recognised by Sport NI. 
· You are a community group or charity primarily delivering activity affiliated to a sport recognised by Sport NI.  
· Your sports club, community group or charity is based in Northern Ireland, and benefits people living in Northern Ireland.  
· (If applying for a facility modernisation project, you will also need to demonstrate security of tenure (i.e. freehold or lease with minimum 10 years remaining).  

7. What type of organisations cannot apply to the Olympic Legacy Fund? 
The following organisations are ineligible to apply: 
· Public Bodies or District Councils. 
· Leisure operators including leisure trusts.
· Governing Bodies for Sport.  
· Private Businesses, Sole Traders, or other Profit-Making Organisations. 
· Commercial sport and physical activity providers, e.g. private gyms.  
· Schools, colleges, or PTAs.  

8. How do I apply to the Olympic Legacy Fund and where do I find information?
The Olympic Legacy Fund is being administered by Sport NI through the Crowdfunder UK website – you can apply for funding here. This programme requires applicants to establish a crowdfunding campaign and raise an amount of money, which will then be ‘match-funded’ by Sport NI if your application to Sport NI is successful.  Information, including guidance material and advice on ‘how to be successful’ can be found at Sport NI – Olympic Legacy Fund.

9. How much funding can I apply for?  
Sports clubs and community groups can propose a project between £1,000 (minimum) and £50,000 (maximum) in value.  Sport NI will make a 65% contribution to your crowdfunding campaign, while the remaining 35% must be crowdfunded from your ‘crowd’.  If your club/community group is in an area of high social need, you may be eligible for an enhanced 75% contribution from Sport NI.

10. What must I do to receive a Sport NI Olympic Legacy Fund pledge?
To receive a pledge, you will need to do two things: 
· Raise at least 18% of your total funding target, and
· Receive pledges from a minimum of 30/60/90 (unique) supporters.  
If either of these funding conditions are not met, Sport NI’s pledge will be withheld until both have been met.

11. When should my Olympic Legacy Fund application be submitted?
Demand for the programme is likely to be high.  Applications will be accepted up until the published closing date or until the programme budget has been fully expended.  Our advice is ‘get in early’.   

12. When should my project be completed?
Projects are to be completed as quickly as possible after you have achieved your funding target.  All funds should be spent by 31st March 2026, but we can allow some flexibility for projects that have already started prior to 31st March.  


13. How does the Crowdfunder UK process work?
To receive a funding pledge from Sport NI, applicants must set up a project through the Crowdfunder website, before submitting a Crowdfunding application to Sport NI. This can be done on the Crowdfunder page by selecting the “Extra Funding” tab at the top of the page and then selecting 
Northern Ireland. You can contact support@crowdfunder.co.uk who are there to support and help Northern Ireland applicants.

14. How should we set our campaign target and match-funding from Sport NI?
Your published campaign target should be inclusive of the support you wish to receive from Sport NI. The Sport NI pledge will be added to your overall campaign target, which is why your target must be set up to allow for this.

If you have already gone live, it will not be possible to make any required changes to your campaign page and therefore, not possible to receive Sport NI funding.

Not going live with your campaign until receiving ‘Approved’ status feedback from Crowdfunder UK and Sport NI also means you can be more assured that when you launch your campaign page it will be as polished and engaging as possible; and enables you to maximise the length of your campaign (6 weeks)

15. Can other club/community members run their own Crowdfunder page that will contribute to our overall Crowdfunder target?
Yes, other members can run their own crowdfunding campaigns that link into the overall campaign target. To do so, the project owner should email support@crowdfunder.co.uk and ask for the ‘multiplier option’ to be added to your Crowdfunder page.  For more information on multipliers, please have a look at the following article: How does a multiplier work? | Crowdfunder Help Centre


ABOUT CROWDFUNDING

 16. What are the benefits of crowdfunding?
The use of Crowdfunding has been found to produce several financial and non-financial benefits. Your project will be opened to a global audience through a worldwide platform, it’s a great marketing tool for organisations. It affords the sports sector an opportunity to source or attract new members/ volunteers, organisations to showcase their projects to new sponsors/ income streams. On average, for every £1 an organisation receives from Sport NI, organisations can leverage in £1.81 from their ‘crowd’.

17. Do we have to be a tech genius to crowdfund?
No - You do not need to be a tech genius to crowdfund. There is lots of guidance on offer, and we encourage all applicants to take advantage of specialist advice from Crowdfunder UK. To get started, please see our step-by-step guide About | Crowdfunder UK.  

18.What is required from our crowdfunding campaign? 
Sport NI has created a useful Guide to Success.  This document guides you through the creation of a campaign page and provides helpful hints and tips for creating an effective crowdfunding campaign.  





19. What happens if our campaign exceeds our funding target?
Once you have hit your initial funding target you can chose to add a ‘stretch target’ to your campaign. If you raise more than your target then you will have a bigger budget for your project, however, Sport NI will not increase its initial pledge.  However, your project must be fully deliverable within your initial funding target.  

20. What happens if we can’t achieve our funding target or required supporters target?
If the project fails to reach 100% of its funding/supporters’ targets, Sport NI’s funding pledge will be cancelled. The project owner will be encouraged to review what went wrong and, if appropriate, may reapply (if time and budget availability permits).

21. How long should our crowdfunding campaign last?
Applicants will have 6 weeks to complete their funding campaign and raise their total funding target (4 weeks if applying from Fenruary 2026).  

22. When do we start our crowdfunding campaign if our application is successful?
If your application is approved, you’ll receive an offer from Sport NI for a 65% or 75% contribution to your funding target. This offer will be valid for 2-weeks after the date of notification, if you do not launch your crowdfunding campaign within 2 weeks the offer will be rescinded.  

23. When should we make our project ‘live’ on the Crowdfunder Platform?
You must submit your campaign in ‘draft mode’, without ‘going live’. This means you can receive initial feedback on your project and campaign page, making any amendments to it prior to the crowd engaging with it.  DO NOT start your crowdfunding campaign until instructed to do so by Sport NI.  Crowdfunding campaigns that have already ‘gone live’ are not eligible for Sport NI funding.

24. Does my club/organisation qualify for Gift Aid?
To qualify for Gift Aid, you must be a registered charity. Gift Aid is a government scheme that means charities can claim back 25p for every £1 donated. To add Gift Aid to your campaign, click on the edit project button on your dashboard and go to the Basics section, then scroll down to tick the Enable Gift Aid button. The gift aid box will then be enabled for donations.

25. Am I expected to create a video for my campaign page?
If you are applying for Olympic Legacy Fund extra funding, you MUST include a video that is bespoke to the project.  The video should outline who the clubs is, what the project is about, what the project will deliver, why you need funding and how you will spend the money raised. Please check out our live campaign page for inspiration from other live campaigns.
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